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hACF TWO SE aEA’ Q 

WALLA WALLA ETATE PRISON. VE CHOSE *>AMIE’ RATIONAL BAHK AS A TAEGET’ 
PECAH?" its LI^’KS to the SEATTLE TT'ES, A POUEGEOIS DAILY 
MEV'^PAPEP, THE SEATTLE TIMES HAS LED THE PPOPAGAA’DA CAMPAIGN IN 
SEATTLE ftGAlNST THE PPISONZPS. 

walla valla 

THE PAST YEAP HAS SEEN THE STRENGTHENING OF PRISONER STRUGGLES 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF VASHINGTON. THERE HAVE BEEN HUNGER STRIKES, 
WORK ST^I>:ES, DEMONST?.ATIC?-!S AND UPRISINGS AT PI!RDY, MCNEIL ISLAND, 
WALLA valla. FOR WORE THAN SIX MONTHS, THE PRISONERS AT WALLA 
VALLA PERN I'’ THE FOREFRONT 0*^ THESE ST®J?GGLESS, 

JL\i OCTOBER AMD IN DECEMBER, 197S, PRISONERS IN THE SEGREGATION 
ONITSCTHE HOLE), STAGED A HUNGER STRIKE TO PROTEST GUARDS TAMPERING 
WITH THFp FOOD AND THE OVERALL BRUTALITY OF THE HOLE. IN JANUARY, 

• TH'=‘ valla valla BROTHERS ISSr.tED DEMANDS FROM THE HOLE 'WHICH INCLUDED: 
SHUTTING DOWN THE INFAMOUS BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION PROGRAMS; FIRING 
THREE PR’TAL EMPLOYEES OF THE MENTAL HEALTH UNIT (PSYCHIATRIC TCRTUPE 
UNIT); COLLECTIVIZATION OF THE THERAPY PROGRAMS; AND DUE PROCESS IN 
THE HOLE. TH^O’JGHCUT THIS PERIOD THE RESIDENT GOVERNMENT COUNCIL 
CRGC) TR FD TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE PRISON AD'^IMIST® ATION AROUND 
grievances, the PPiajN administration A^D THE STATE GOVERNMENT STEAD- 
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fastly igmop^d TH~SE FFFOPTS, 

and THI^K1S CC^Tm^FD TO <3 FT VORSE IN THE HOLE. 

<M» APRIL 5, A CIGARETTE LICKTER BOMB BLEW UP IN THE HAND OF A 

Particularly hated v\alla valLa segregation guard, this happened 

WHILR IF WAS ’ESCORTING A PRISONER FROM THE PRI93P TO VALLA WALLA 
COmJTY COURTHOUSE. (ALTHOUGH POLICE THERE IMMEDIATELY CLAIMED -GOOD 

LEADS" and a -SUSPECT- INSIDE THE PRISON, THEY HAVEN’T SO FAR CHARGE- 
ANYBODY. PERHAPS THEY ARE WAITING FOP THE RIGHT SCAPEGOAT.) 

USING THIS INCIDENT AS AN EXCUSE, THE PRISON ADMINISTRATION, 

LED BY P.J. RHAY, It-TEDIATELY LAITNGHED A.N ATTACK 0^3 ALL P^'ISONE- 
RESISTANCE A’'!) ORGANIZATIOM . STARTING WITH THE HOLE, THEY HAVE < 
systematically ransacked AND LOOTED ALL CELLS AND MEETING AREAS, 

ON APRIL WHILE ^JHE ADMINISTRATION WAS STILL BUSY WITH THE 
HOLF, FP ISOMERS If? THE GENERAL POPUL.^TIO^? RESPONDED TO THIS ATiACK 
WITH A WELL PLANNED AND EXECUTED RAID ON THE PRISON STORE. ABOUT • 
300 PRISONERS PARTICIPATED IN THIS RAID ??SIMG FIRES AS DIVE-SICNS. 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE RAID. ALL MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISONERS 
VENT TO THEIR CELLS AND LOCKED UP, STARTING A STRIKE. A FEW --AYS 
LATE®, P® TSPN^p representatives ISSUED A LIST OF lA 'GRIEVANCr.i 
and a DEMAf^'D TO MEET WITH DSHS OEFIRI.AL^ AND OnTSID’^ OBSE®'^®S. 
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THI? LI?T I'’a!»PET) PROTESTS AOAIPST RACIAL DISC°I^«IPaTION , THE LACK 
OF WEAMIf’Oni WORK INSIDE THE PRISON, ATO POOP MEDICAL TREATMENT, 

BY APRIL 27, A "PLmE RIBBON COMMISSION" APPOirJTER 3Y GOVERNO® 
D,L..RAY HAD MET TWICE WITH THE RCC OVER THESE GRIEVANCES. THIS 
COMMISSION WAS LED BY MARLAN MCNUTT, A PERSON THE PRISONERS HAD 
specifically asked NOT TO SEE. CHIS APPOINTMENT WAS BILLED IK THE 

SEATTLE PRESS AS AN "ACT OF DEFIANCE" BY THE GOVF.RNOR .) 

ON MAY 7, AS A PES«JLT OF THESE ?^SETIN€S, MCNUTT ORDERED THE 

FOLLOWING "CHANGES" AT WALLA V’ALLa: 

— transfer of "MENTAL PATIENTS" TO EASTERN STATE HOSPITAL 
--ACCELERATE WORK ®ELEASE OPPDRT'»N!TIES 

«TMp<50\7E DENTAL CA®E? MI”E A SECOND DENTIST FO® ’^EN 

—REGULAR sanitary INSPECTIONS 

--or EASIE® 0*’ VISITOR SEARCHES (BUT ALLOW ORIFICE. SEARCHES FOR 
"REASONABLE CAUSE") ? ’ 

--TRANSFER ASSOCIATE WARDEN PAUL HARVEY (SUPPOSEDLY "COINCIDENTAL 
THE SAME TI"E, HE DENIED THE EXISTENCE OF ®ACIAL DESCRIMINATION. 
THESE "CHANGES" ARE ABSURD. THEY ACTUALLY CONSIST OF THREE 
ATTACKS and four E^PTY PROMISES. 

--THE INVOLUNTARY TRA''SFER OF "MENTAL PATIENTS" TO EASTERN STATE 
IS A fascist .attack ON PRISONER RESISTANCE. INVOLtfNTARY T®ANS- 
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PACK FIVE SE nY^EW ' 

FFP OF At?Y KIND ALLOV? THE ADMI?’IST’?ATION TO SHIP OUT "TROUBLE- 
WAKEPS" A?’D break up prisoner O^CiA^!IZATIO^?• IN DECEf'^BER t 1574» 

WALLA WALLA PRISONERS SEIZED PARTS OF THE PRISON AND TOOK HOSTAGES 
after rJEGOTlAT 10 ns failed TO RESOLw' THEIR DEMANDS AGAINST BEKAMOR 
MODIFICATION AND INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER. TV/EKTY YEARS AGO, EASTE’^N 
state hospital was NOTORIOUS AS A TORTyRE FACTORY USED TO BREAK 
PRISONER resistance. THEY SHALL MOT GET AWAY WITH IT AGAIN. 

—DENYING THE EXISTENCE OF RACIAL DISCRINI NATION AT WALLA VaLLA 
author I7.es the blatant racism that IS THE DAILY PRACTICE OF THE 
ADKINIATRATION A^^ GUARDS THERE. 

--WA.R'.'EY is P^'ING foisted off on SH*^LT0N where he can DO HIS 
DPTY WORK 0«'yO!'NG«*R , LESS EXPERIENCED PRISONERS. 

--AS FOR sanitary INSPECTIONS, BETTER' DENTAL CARE, BETTER VISIT- 
IKQ CO'^T'ITIONS, ETC., »<’EM/E HEARD IT ALL BEFORE. WE’LL BELIEV1!: IT 
V'MEN V’E SEE IT, '' 

THE SEATTLE TINES 

THE PRESS PLAYS A PARTI PlLARLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN PRISONER 
STRtGGLPS. PRISONERS ARE ISOLATED FROM SOCIETY AND HAVE NO P^IMT- 
ING PRFSSF' 0^ mOMEY OR OUTSIDE ORGANIZATION TO TELL THEIR STORY 
TO THE PEOPLE, IF PEOPLE KNEW WHAT ^EALLY GOES ON IN PRISON 
A‘E> WDER STOOD WHA.T THEIR TR»»E EREECTS O'N SOCIETY ARE, THEY WOULD 
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SHUT THS« OOVH TOHOP'O',! A® SS® THE PASASITES WO HUH THE-1 TO VOHK.^ 
'(HEAL UOHK, USEH'L VOHK, HAPO UAHOH , HAY8ET) THE. POLE OE THE PPr.SS 
IS TO WEP US FPO«! KNOWIHG BY TELLU'G US OHLY WAT THE HULEHS OE T}!E 
■ W IEOHS VAHT us to XHOV. PEHIOB. VHEH the LEUEL OE ETHUGGLE IHSIPE 
' THE F'lSOt! FO’>CES THEY TO ABUT THAT STPUGGLE IS GOIEG OH, THEY HAKE 
IT APPE«H to be SPONTAHEOUS, ISOLATED IHCIBEITS. CLEAHLY, THE 
PPEEEHT STB IKE AT WALLA WALLA IS PAPT OE OHGOIHG A® PHOGHESSIVE HASS 
STH IGGLE THE^E. 

all OF THIS IS TPUE OF ALL OF THE BOUPGEOIS PPESS IB SEATTLE. 

THE SEATTLE TI'-ES HOViE''EH, HAS LED T"E PP0PA0 a®A CAUPAIGH.. THE TrES 
. IS HOT, AS ITS BOSSES ABO EDITOHIAL WPITEHS VOULD HAVE US BELIEVE, 

■ A® OPJECTI'T. CaS”VEP A™ =-®PTEP OF FACT. IT IS A 

WEAPOH USED BY THE HULU'G aASS TO LIE TO US. 

IIPOUGHOIT THE STPUGGLE THE TIKES HAS CCBSISIEMTLY PPIBTEP ABB . 
SUPPOPTFB wHATE(F» the PRISOB bosses had TO SAY ABOUT WHAT WAS GOISG 
OB IT MAP PPIBTEO LOBG DIATRIBES BY PAPaBOIO GUARDS WHO APE FEA=FUL 
. 'of PFTALIAA^IOB fop TH-IP CPITES. IT HAS To/lD US THAT PPISOBE-S HAV 


WEAL GPFVABC'-S! THAT THE PROBLEM IS REALLY JuST ”OVEHCPOWBING "! 

A® that pBISOBEBp APE JUST AHIMALS AMY'.’AY , BUPt.D INTO SlwUGG... v.^A 

FEW TPOWLBMAVE1.S, BY BOI PPIBTIBG THE EGO GWIEVABCES, THE TrES HM 
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RFFtiS?PD TO FVEN P^^ETEMD TO BE OBJECTIVE. 

THE SEATTLE TIMES IS TIED WITH A THOUSAND THREADS TO THE BIG 
' capitalists mho HUS THIS COIH’TRY. THEY APE OWNED, LIKE MOST BOUPGEOIS 
NEWSPAPERS IN THIS COUNTRY, BY ONE HUGE CONGLOMERATE; IN THIS CAS" 
KNI6HT-P DDES NEWSPAPERS, INC, WILLIAM PE^!^?INGTO^^, PRESIDENT OF THE 
times, IS A DIPECTOP OF RAMIEP NATIONAL BANKCRNB) AND OTHER LARGE 
CORPORATIONS. THROUGH THESE COMPANIES, HE IS TIED TO SFA-FIPST, 

SAFECO, HOEING, WEYFPHAUSER, PACCAR, ETC., ETC. THE OWNERS AND 
BOSSES OF THESE COMPaNIRS ARE THE PEAL CRIMINaLS-THE REAL ENEMIES 
OF SOCIETY, CAPITALISM AND CAPTIA.LISTS CA»»SE. CRIme AND PRISON?, WE 

attacked RNR because we are determined to seek out AND attack this real 

enemy, PEHIfT) ALL HIS FRONTS AND FLt»NKIES. 

WE DEMa^-D that THE 'SEATTLE TIMES PRINT THE ENTIRE TEXT OF THE 
RGC grievances A.^-D ANY RGC RESPONSES TO THE LATEST "CHANGES", WE 
DEMAND THAT THE SEATTLE TIMES PRINT THE TEXT OF THIS COMMUNIGUE and 
ANY FUTURE OOMMUNIOlfE THE 6 JR ISSUES. WE ALSO DEMAND THAT THE SEATTLE 
TIMES IMTEoviEU PRISONEPc tn stR!'GGLE IN THE MOLE AT WALLA WALLA AND 
po TNT THOSE INTEoVIEUS, 

WE HAVE WC ILLUSIONS THAT THE TIwRs'wiLL, R^CAUSE OF THIS ACTION, 
AGREE TO ANY OF THES" D"f^AN^S. RUX WE CONTINUE TO ATTACH' Tpr 
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I1«S At® ir? WSSSS VCTIL THEY DO GUtS IN. MOHEVEN LONG THAT MAY 
TA^. 

AT THE ?A*'E TI'^E, WE !?NOER?TAMO THAT, FLHNKIES THOUGH THEY ARE, 

DEHE, THE OEPART^EMT OF ADULT COPHECTIOMS , THE GOVEPHOR, REACTIONARY 
warden R.J. "HAY, A^® THE GUARDS AND STAFF AT WALLA WALLA THE 
GENERAL STAFF AND FRONT LINE TROOPS OF THE RULING CLASS. THEY DIREC: 

A^’D CAR-Y OUT THE BOURGEOISIE'S ATTEMPTS TO C-USH PRISONER RESISTARC’ 

THEY are responsible FOR THEIR OWN ACTIONS', AND WILL SOMEDAY MEET 
THE PEOPLES' jnSTICE. 

THE brigade .. 

"THERE ARE TWO THINGS TO REMEMBER ABQUT REVOLUTION: WE ARE 

COING TO GET OUR ASSES KICKED, AND WE ARE GOING TO WIN." 

SO, THE GJR IS BACK. WE GOT OUR ASSES KICKED REAL BAD AT 
TunnLA A YEA’’ «GO, ^'E'\E: SPENT THIS LAST YEAR LICKING -OMR 
•,;0”'DS ''.•D LEA^NI^G Ol’R T^ADE. ’-''E *VE ACCUMnLATED 
A LOT OF F'^WIP^E^T A.N^ AN ENOR*'’OUS AMOUNT OF EXP~.RIEi>CE • - V.. 

DOM'- G T=-U.R^ onor,r=T7C IM Ootgom °A^’KS FOR MORE THAN ER5,C^0O. ' 

WTTHOirr Fnp ;3 , cuoT . IN THE COn-EE OF THIS. WE’VE LEA^^ED A 
LOT .A^OUT TH’^: POLICE, THE F^OMT LI’iP TROOPL OF CAPITALISM. 

although we are ar-<ed a^^ will defend ourselves if attacked, 

WE ARE not crazy. WE DO NOT, AS THE FBI HAS CLAI'^ED , "BELIEVE 



PAGF SZ CLFAP ^ 

IH SHOOTING IT OUT VITH AN A^'^Y 07 POLICE**, WF UNDE’»STAND THAT 
VF ape VAFTLY outgunned Af-T' OUT MU'^3FPED A^® , IF UE APE TPAPPFD, VE 
WILL MATE A PCFITI'n: EFFCPT TO SUP.P 7.N0F-P . . BUT UE HAVE COPPECTEP 
THE F^POP THAT VE CPITICIZED AT TUn’ILA. UE HAVE A HI6HE® LEVEL OF 
COP'PAT TRAINING AW VILL ‘V'/=:P AGAIN BE CAUGHT UMPPFPAPEP BY 
THE VIOLENCE OF AN IMDT'/IDUAL POLICE OFFICEP. IF CAPTUPED , WE WILL 
COCTINUE TO fight WHEPE'»EP WE END UP. 

OVFPALL, we LIV»E PPETTY WJCH like EVEPYBODY ELBE. *WE HAVE 


LANDLOPn HAFPLES, THE CAP NEEDS PEPAIP , THE WIPING IN CUP H0?^E IS 
P.AD, VE APE STUNNED (LIKE FVEPYP-ODY ELSE) BY THE PPICFS WHEN WE 
BUY GPOCFPIES. 


rp»» 9r\/E**AL *^ONTHF no" WE HA’>/E C0NCENT”ATING 0*' POLITICAL 


SnOY AND STPI.GGLE TO CLAPIFY WHAT WE THINK ABOUT PEVOLuTION IN THIS 
CO»"^’TPY. AF I''^’IV!DU^LF, "E HAVE UA'-’Y DIFAGPEE’^FNTS , WE WILL 


HAVE WOPE TO SAY IM THE FUTURE ABOUT POLITICAL STRUGGLE WITHIN THE 
BRIGADE. '-'E NEED CRITICISE AND ANALYSIS OF CUP WORDS AND OUR 
ACTIONS. 

WE BELIEVE THAT CAPITALISJ^ IS THE SOURCE OF ALL OPPRESSION AT 
THIS TI'^E, AND THAT REVOLUTION PE0UIR£S THAT IT BE OVERTHROWN BY 
FCPCF OF A®^S BY THE UASSES OF POOR AND WORKING PEOPLE IN THIS 
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COWf'''. «>■ BELIEVE IMftT THE STHWGLE SGAIHSI SftCISM. HATIOPAL 
OPWEfSwV, A» SEEISM IH ALL ITS FCE”'S A?E PAST OF THE STEUGC-LE . 

AGAI"FI CAPITALIF!-. -iE AEE FIPHLY UEITEG ON THESE POINTS. 

• --'....IF PEOPLE OS THE OUTSIOE DO NOT l-NDEHSTAND THE NECESSITY 

OF DFFEMIISS TME« IPP.ISONEPE) THEOIH3H FOPCE OF APES, THEN IT IS 
BECAI'SE THESE PEOPLE ON THE ONTSIDE DO NOT YET HEALI-r. THAT 
THEY ape in an IHHEDIATE DANGER OF BEING THROWN INTO CONCENTRAT- 
ION CAWPS THEYSELVES . TOPT.-RED, OR PHOT DOWN IN THE STREETS FOR. 
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~XPPE??I-G THEI® BELIEFS.** 

COMMUMIEUE l^t 

REHETTIER THE CORPTOr :1ASPACPE!C-AY 17, I9T4) 

IN THE SPPIT OF MAYOAY I 
LOVE AND STP”6GLE, 
fKE 6E0FGF JACySCW B’^IGADE 
MAY IB, 1977 


I 1 

I ! 


SE03I1 15 7034 0Z 
RR HI PD 


J70245Z MAY 77 


■ SEATTLE (174- 1289) CP) 
pO DOCTOR ROUTINE 
TOuTLAND ROUTINE 


VLLAn ^ ^ 

^ UtlSlB, AK A GEORGE JA CKgOjLBRJLGADEy 0*^ RAINIER NATIONAL 

BANK, 2245 NE BELL E VUE-RED MO ND ROaD, REDMOND, WASHINGTON, 

- SAY 12, 1977; EID; CO; SEATTLE. 

AKA GEORGE JACKSON BRIG/^E, ATTEMPTED BOMBING OF | 

. RAINIER NATIOi^AL BANK, 213-116TH AVE::L'E NE» BELLEV'JE, \ 

WASHINGTON, MAY 12, 1977; EID; 00: SEATTLE. 

RE SEATTLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED KaY 13, 1977 .^,^^ 


OK MAY 12, 1977 




NOT RECOTvE 

• .... ^ '.Q- 



EFFORTS BEING MADE Al PRESENT BY SEATTLE DIVISION' TO 
HAVE ALL MAJOR WASHINGTON BANKS REVIEW THEIR FILES REGARDING 
THE OPENING OF SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES FOR THE PAST TWO WEEKS. AS 
WELL AS MONITORING THE OPENING OF BOXES FOR THE COMING TWO 
WEEKS. THE NAMES WILL BE SEARCHED FOR ALIASES USED BY 
JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN AND ASSOCIATES. 

BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION LEADS BEING SET OUT aT 
WASHINGTON STATE PENITENTIARY, WALLA WaLLA, WASHINGTON, TO 
HAVE VISITORS RECORDS CKEC^O FOR EDWARD ALLEN MEaD, AN INMATE 
and former PARTNER OF SHERMaN IN THE GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 
BANK ROBBERY OF THE PACIFIC NATIONAL BaNK» TUKWILa, WASHINGTON, 
aNUARY 2J, 1976, SE FILE 91-4 769, BU FILE 91-60165. ALSO 
LEAD BEING SET OUT TO CHECK VISITORS LIST FOR MARK COOK, 
CONVICTED bank ROBBER CURRENTLY BEING HOUSED Al KING COUNTY 
JAIL, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. COOK WAS ALSO SHERMAN'S PARTNER 
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IN aforementioned bank robbery, 

IRE BOMBING investigation IS BEING COORDINATED WITH 
AGENTS WORKING THE CIRRENT FUGITIVE CASE ON SHERMaN. IT 
APPEARS AT PRESENT THAT THE GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE IS COM- 
PRISED OF SHERMAN, RITA DARLENE BROWN AND THERESE ANN COUPEZ. 
A bank ROBBERY WARRANT IS OUTSTANDING FOR BROWN, BUT NOT 
COUPEZ, INVESTIGATION INTO BANK ROBBERY MATTERS INDICATES 
THAT COUPEZ MAY HAVE DRIVEN THE GET- AWAY CaR FOR SKERMaH 
AND BROWN IN SEVERAL BANK ROBBERIES IN OREGON, 

CONTACT IS BEING MAINTAINED WITH EACH COMPANY MENTIONED 
IN THE GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE COMMUNIQUE. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 

BT 
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UNITED STATES^.- JVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295956) 


AC, PORTLAND (100-14917) (P) 


GEORGE^JACKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 
DS; EID; BR 
00: SEATTLE 


A!--- 



^ - .j-v-sya" 

Re Portland letter to Seattle, captioned as above 
and outlining emphasis of investigation in Portland Division, 
dated 6/30/77.^0. 


For information of Seattle, by routing slip dated 
8/5/77, with attached FD 489, FBIHQ approved a preliminary 
investigation of the GJB. The results of investigation of 
GJB associates to date are as follows: 



Investigation continuing at Portland, Oregon. 


REQUEST OF FBIHO 


e requested that FBIHQ advise Portland 
7/6/77^ conunence on 8/5/77 or 
7/6/77, the date Portland's FD-489 was submitted. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
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SAO 

Albany 

Albu^erque 

Alexandria 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 

Baltimore 

Binningham 


CD «ous4n 
nindia"^ 
CD Jacki 
□ Jacksd 


tGuflfficesOeckad) 


.''city 

Knoxifcile 
3 Las \legas 


Butte 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Dallas 

Denver 

Detroit 

El Paso 

Honolulu 


Oklahoma City 
I I Omaha 
□ Philadel|*iB 
I — I Phoenix 
I — I Pitt^rgh 

I I iticnmona 
I I Sacramento 
CD St. Louis 
CD Salt Lake City 
CD San Antonio 
I I San Diego 
I — I San Frmcisco 
I — I San Juan 
I — I Savannah 
I — 1 Seattle 
I I Springfleld 
r~D Tampa 
3 Washington Field 
3 Quantico 


□ Los Ingeles 
CD Louiaville 
^ t Memplvis 
CDMiam/ 

I I Milwaukee 
I I Minneapolis 
I I Mobile 
I — I Newark 
I — I New Haven 
CD N®* Oiieans 
I — I New York City 
I — I Norfolk 

CD SAC. New Rochelle (MRA) C3 ASAC, Rapid City (“Mini*) 

CKORGE JACKSON BRKiAL'E (GffB) 

VS 


CD Bern 
CD Bonn 
CD Buenos Aires 
I I Caracas 
I I Hong Kong 
I I London 
CD Madrid 
CD Manila 
I I Mexico City 
CD Ottawa 
I I Paris 
I I Rome 
CD Tokyo 


9/X5/77 


Retention For appropriate 

For infomation CD optional CD action CD Surep, by 

The enclosed is for your infonnation. If used in a future report, i i conceal ^l 
sources. I — I paraphrase contents. 


I — I Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
dated • 


Remarks: 


Reurlet 8/18/77. 

Effective date o.^ initiation of prelininarj' 
investigation in this satter is 7/6/77. 


ALL 

KEH: 

LATl 


COLTABiLD 


Bic. 

Bufile 

Urfile 


105-295956 

100-14917 


PBI/OOJ 
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S;- MATIfSCDmON ~ \ . •?. 

esA Fwidu (« cm) V. ¥ 

' bNK ED^,STyiTES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295956) 


10/6/77 
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SAC, PORTLAND (100-14917) (RUC) 


•r: 

4 _sr^' 


yic- 


GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 

DS; EID; BR 
(00: Seattle) 

Re Portland letter to FBIHQ and Seattle, 8/18/77. 

Enclosed for Seattle are two copies each of the 
Oreoondr^rer*slicense(ODL)renewal applications for 
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For the information of Seattle, in a routing 
slip, dated 9/15/77, FBIHQ advised that the initiation date 
for captioned Investigation was 7/6/77. 

For the information of FBIHQ and Seattle, Portland 
is placing this master in an RUC status, and will handle all 
remaining domestic 'security investigatio^ieaas from tne ” 
-Portland bonibing matteF 'e "UNSUB7 aka Geor ge " Jack son 

B'fTgadeT . Bombing of the .Rainier Natibhal^Bahk",' Pedmond , 
tJashington ; and Attempted Bombing of Rainier National Bank, 

‘ Bellevue r Washington , 5/12/77 " (PDf ile 174-78T) . 

On 8/15/77, the Department of Motor Vehcles (DMVM 
^ Salem, Oregon, advised thatf *^"^"™ 


O n 9/15/77 , DMV provide d copies of PPL rene wal 
applications 

eight renewal^pp^Rcations v^r^g^^^tif^edy and 15 wer^ elimii^^ed 



(2}-Bureau (RM) _ 

2-Seattle (100-33069) (Encs. 4f (RM^ 


4-Portland (1-100-14917) 
(2-174-787) (1-91-8532) 



mi' 


'48ed, and 15 were eliminated 
2 OCT 13 1S77 


'iNni 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly i 


_ VV__ 

n the Payroll Savings Plan 



■ 
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11/1/77 



Alrtel 




To: SACS, Portland (100>14917) 

Seattle (100-33069) 

Fraa: Director, FBI 

GBOBGS^^^CKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 

DS 

BUDiiD: 11/18/77 

RePDlets 8/i8/77 and IO/O/Tt! 


1 - Mr. Mignosa 

- Mr. 

- 


By letter dated 8/20/76, Seattle closed its 
Domestic Security investigation of tlie George Jackson 
Brigade (GJB) stating that investigation conducted 
failed to establish any increase in its membership 
or coKiplexity in its operation or announcements by the 
Brigade to suggest in any mazmer that it is a bona fide 
group carrying on an organized program of violence for 
the purpose of overthrowing the United States Government. 


bit- 


PDlet of 10/6/77, indicates Portland's 
investigation of the GJB will be bandied out of the 
Portland B(»abing Matters investigation entitled "UNSDB, 
aka George Jackson Brigade, Bombing of the Rainier 
National Bank, Redmond, Nashington" and "Attempted Bombing 
of Rainier National Bank, Bellevue, Washington, 5/12/77." 

Since August, 1976, the GJB has claimed credit 
for several bombings. Additionally, Portland has dev eloped 
inf ormation, as reported i ^^eferenc^ 8/1 8/77 letter | 

This fact is further borne out 

>y information contained in Seattle's teletype of May 13, 
1977, where the GJB, Mayday comnunigue, indicates that 
capitalism is the source of all oppression at this time, 
and tiiat revolution requires that it be overthrown by 
force of ZLZios by the m^i^q^^of poor ai^ working ^ople 
in this country. — 
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he masses of poor and working people ^ _ 
SEE NOTE PAGE ' - 



Airtel to EACs, Portland a Saattla 
S£i GEORGE JACKSOH BRIGADE <GJB) 


Because of the infonsation developed since 
August, 1976, Indicating that the GJB is a political, 
revolutionary organisation %#hose purpose is to over- 
throw the Government of the United States, and has in- 
volved itself in a n«ibber of bombings in apparant support 
of its revoluticmary objectives, Seattle, as office 
of origin, should prepare a c«amunication suitable for 
dissemination under the Domestic Security character, 
notifying the Department of Justice of institution of a 
full investigation, as required by the Attorney General's 
Guidelines for Domestic Security investigations. Include 
recommendations for further Domestic Security investiga- 
tion of the GJB, and its members. The Domestic Security 
investigation should be coordinated very closely with 
the Bank Robbery « Bood^ing Matters investigations. 

Portland should prepare a coraounication, suit- 
able for dissemination utilising the Domestic Security 
character, reporting activities of the GJB nothin the 
Portland Division. Additionally, FBZBQ does not concur 
with Portland's suggestion to report results of the 
Domestic Security investigation under the Bank Robbery 6 
Bombing Hatters qharacters. Also, Portlamd should include 
recommendations for further investigation of the GJB 
within its division. 

Seattle and Portland should submit the requested 
communications to reach FBZHO by 11/18/77. 


NOTE ; A preliminary investigation of the GJB was initiated 
by the Portland Division on July 6, 1977. Investigation con- 
ducted by Portland indicates that the GJB is becoming 
politically oriented and has developed into a violent 
revolutionary organization whose aim is to overthrow the 
Government of the United States. Therefore, additional 
investigation should be conducted by Seattle, which is 
office of origin, and by Portland, which division has a 
significant amount of GJB activity. Buded is necessary 
to avoid any further delay in reporting GJB activities. 
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UMTED STATES DEI'ARTMEXT OF JUSTICE . 

r FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Portland, Oregon 

November 18, 1977 


V 


GEORGE JftCKSON BRIGM3E 

The George Jaclcson Brigade, a Seattle-based revolutionary . 
group, has publicly claimed credit for six hank robberies in the 
tate of Oregon and numer^s bombings in the State of Washington. 

John Williai|t^?^erman., an admitted member of the George 
Jackson Brigade., was indicted and charged with the vTune 8, 1976 
robbery of the Western Bank, Empire Branch, Coos Bay, Oregon. 

Rita Darlen^^rpwn , a companion of Sherman's, was 
indicted fob the July ISV 1976 robbery of the South Ashland 
Branch of the Crater National Bank and the August 2, 1976 robbery 
of the Rogue Valley Branch of The Oregon Bank in Medford, Oregon. 
Brown has also been indicted for robberies of the First State 
Bank of Oregon, Sunset Branch, Portland, Oregon, on October 28, 

1976; the Raleigh Hills Branch of the U. S. National Bank 
of Oregon, Portland, Oregon, on January 4, 1977; and the U, s. 
National Bank of Oregon, ' Wilsonvi lie Branch, on February 7, 

1977. ^ 


V J Sherman, Brown and Therese Anrv'^^upez of the George Jackson 

’ Brigade resided in Coos Bay, "Df egori , ^ub^equenf to Sherman's 
escape from the custody of King County, Washington Sheriff's 
I Office deputies on March 10, 1976, until June, 1976. Additionally, 
the three have resided in Medford, Oregon, White City, Oregon, 
and Portland, Oregon. Their last known residence in Oregon 
was 1125 N.E. Morton, where they resided for two weeks in 
August of 1976. 


I 

Utilizing false identification (deceased infant identities) 
they have obtained social security cards, Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission (OLCC) cards, and Oregon driver's licenses and est- 
ablished bank accounts upon which numerous non-sufficient fund 
checks were written in Oregon. 


! Brown and Sherman have both been indicted in U. S. 

! District Court, Portland, Oregon, on two counts each of violation 
\of federal fireams violations. 

\ 

■^is document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
^o'-^Tioyour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
/V'^iO%tside your agency. 
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GEORGE JACKSON BRKSAGE 


During a search of the George Jackson Brigade head- 
quarters in Seattle on November 5, 1^77, nmnerous birth 
certificates were located, which were in the names of individuals 
who were born and died in Oregon. 

No other individuals are known to have been affiliated 
with the George Jackson Brigade or have aided Sherman, Brown 
and Therese Ann Coupez in their activities when they were in 
Oregon. 

Therese Ann Coupez has publicly been identified as a 
member of the George Jackson Brigade. 
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T%e Attorney General 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Investigation Review Unit 
Director, iBI 




12/2/77 
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GEQRTtETaCKSON BRICAPE (ttJP) 

DS 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in- 
vestigation concernii^ captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. ^ 


Reference: 




Attorney General letter dated 7/1S/77, 


Ssisl 


Enclosures: 

A memorarfdiim to notify you of 
I — I An extended preliminary investigation 
□ A limited investigation 
m A full investigation 

[jjjjA 90 -day progress report 
r~i An annual report 
r~i Other . 





Request of Departmen^^”^ ^ ^ 

□ It is requested that you determine in writing whether' 

y 19 


continued full investigation is warranted. 


r~] Other 


Bureau File Number: 100^8526 3 
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Transmit the following 

AIRTEL 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295S56) 

: SAC, SEATTLE <100-33069) (P) 

SUBJECT: GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 

DS 

00: SEATTLE 

Re Seattle airtel to Bureau ,'^11/10/7 7. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies jnd for 
Portland, one copy, of an LHM captioned as above, suxtable 
for dissemination. 

The enclosed LHM constitutes a summary of informatio: 
concerning^ “igij. men4>ers and activities of the George 
Rti trade . 


Jackson Brigade. 

A copy of this communication an^jHjOiav^een ^ 

sent by photocopy to the Bureau (Attn:^m^mi|^^H 
JEH) on 1/4/78. 

/ 2 A Bureau (End. 5) , , 1 1 

C_ 2 '^ Portland (100-14917) (Info) (Enel. 1) 

Seattle 
|cmf 


1 


' if ^ 

I'bicl 


Approved: 


oroved: /^^ ~ 

' ' T .. i Agent in Charge 

V u-:> - 




In Reply, Phase R^tr to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Seattle, Washington 
January 4, 1976 


RE; GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 

GEOI^E JACKSON’, a member of a group of 
dissident prisoners termed the "Soledad 
Brothers" at Soledad State Prison, 
California, in 1970, was a prolific 
writer, who stated that the O.S. Government 
is "fascist" and should be resisted by 
"people's urban-guerrilla activity". 

JACKSON was incarcerated at San Quentin 
Prison, California, when during a violent 
riot and attempted prison break, he ran 
into the prison yard and was shot and killed 
by a guard, on August 11, 1971. 


Development of the George Jackson Brigade (GJB ) ^ ^ 

In October, 1972, an organization was formed at 
Washington State Reformatory (WSR) , Monroe, IJasbtngtPh, as an i^-i- 
outgrowth of Adult Basic Mucation, Seattle Opportunities 
Center, Seattle, and^iWpjHc^elease Programs at the WSR. The 
organization, called-'T ^wareness -Pro ject" published a newspapeir^f- 
called,>^nfight§.r" . ’'The staff of that newspaper inciuded'"" K-- 
vari<5u§ persons', 'including JOHN SHERMAN, EDWARD ALLEN MEAD 
and BRUCE SEIDEL. Two references were listed as RITA BROWN 
and THERESE COUPEZ. COUPEZ was also listed as an "outside 
sponsor" . 




During 1973, certain volunteers from the Awareness 
Project, led by JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN of the Washington State ^ 
Prisoner's Labor Union Support Committee, Seattle, Washington^ 
attempted to form a prisoner's union within the WSR at Monroe 
Washington. Denied this by prison authorities, the group of j ' 
volunteers then attempted to promote a sitdown program and 
encouraged prisoners to commit acts of sabotage within the 
prison, but without success. EDWARD ALLEN MEAD was also a 
member of that group. Proved ineffective, and growing radical, 
the Awareness Project volunteer lost support and began to fade 
out about 1974. The "Sunfighter" newspaper continued as a 
radical prisoner-protest publication , w hose staff in 1974, 
included MARK EDWIN COOK., ^ ** 


t publication , w hose staff 

EncLosm flp 


This document contains neither • 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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REt GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


During 1974, an organization called "Convention 
Movement" headed by MARK EDWIN COOK, a prisoner on work release 
from the Washington State Penitentiary at Walla Walla, Washington, 
emerged in Seattle. This group formed to protest treatment of 
prisoners in Washington, .and promoted a prisoner's union, 
offering the "Convention Movement" members as mediators between 
the state government and state prisoners, in disputes over 
demand for prison reform. On various occasions, COOK led loud and 
disorderly protest groups into the offices of the Washington State 
Adult Corrections Authority at Olympia, to make demands related 
to the "Convention Movement" program. COOK was also a leader in 
the highly militant "Black Panther" chapter formed inside the 
walls of the WSP at Walla Walla. 

About Summer of 1974, MARK COOK became an active 
volunteer with a program known as "The Family Group", an 
organization formed by a former inmate at WSP to provide 
a program of self-help to increase wages for prisoners at the 
WSP. This program lasted about seven months and was dissolved. 

The "Sunfighter" newspaper continued publication 
through 1974 and into 1975. 

About the I'atter part of 1975, an underground group 
emerged from the above semi-legitimate prison reform groups, 
calling itself the "George Jackson Brigade". The group, founded 
on a communist philosophy, was apparently dedicated to the 
commission of acts of urban guerilla warfare, including acts 
of violence to further the realization of the imagined ideals 
of the organization. 

Members of the George Jackson Brigade 

From information resulting from members who have 
been arrested, or from records discovered in a search of a 
house previously occupied by members of the GJB, the following 
persons were determined to be members of the George Jackson 
Brigade: 

Ki ^OHN WILLi;a? 4 S^EJ»U^ aka Kar]^osep!f^wland, Barry. -Albert 
; -^^rime.sX'Jay R^^^^vm'arch , Paui^avis T WJ Tl'iaj^?^ .Ge.Qrs^ 

/ y^indsay ; ~ i giite l,~male^ American , j3Qrp_Aug.ustj2S^-j!9.4Z, 5 ' 10 "-11" , 
1^0 pounds, brown hair, hazel eyes, medium build (Fugitive). 

TSEJRESE--.MJN^^Soi®EZ , aka Car.QUAlipetilewrand, Katherlnerg^fwilsoar. 
white. , female . iUnerican, born.l Jovember— 30^: 195?. 5 '6", 120 pounds, 
“blue eyes, brown hair, usually wears glasses, slender build 
(Fugitive) . 
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RE I GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 

RITA__DARLE^Hfi’^^MWN , aka > Carole Alit^ . WewLand, 

Nikki Mar5;i^inpson; . white^ -f^ale , American, b 9 rn October 14/- 
"y ^ at ;- af -<frania<-K> alI^^: ^jbsqon , 5*6", 150 pounds , hazel eyes, 
brown hair, stocky bui Id lHmH||||||m[||( Captured, awaiting trial) . 

BRUC E RICH Agej’^IEDEL, ^iBxale , Americcui, lxiJaa.-AP£iJL-LI*, 

^49, at. CJ^agp,_illiiiois, 5 '6", 150 pounds, hazel eyes, brown 
hair, medivmi build tPe.ceased - Died of wounds fr<Mn police 
bullets receiv^ at bank robbery January 23, 1976) . 

^RK EDWnj^'TOOK, Male, Negro, Americcm, born O ctober 26 , 1936 , 
atr-Seattie; Wash,y5otor^2ii^ pounds7~Brbwn eyes, black'liair, 

medium build,l|||HH|||| and convicted of bank 

robbery and assaultin^eu^officer) . 

EDWARa white, American, born Nove^er 6, 19 41, 

' at Compton., . Calif orma , 6 ’ ,"T60 pounds , blue eyes, blond TiaxrT' 
^Vnder build (Captured and convicted of bank robbery) . 

Since the capture of RITA DARLENE BROWN, the only 
known active membeis of the GJB are JOHN WILLIAM SHERM^ and 
THERESE ANN COUPEZ . ,0ne Other female is referred to in notes 
kept by the GJB, as apparently residing with SHERMAN, COUPEZ 
and BROWN within the past year. Her identity is not known and 
it is not known whether that person has engaged in any criminal 
activities or criminal conspiracies with the GJB. 

Several writings found as a result of a search of a 
house previously occupied by GJB members indicate that certain 
"meetings” were held between members of the GJB and apparent^ 

"above ground" support persons in August, 1977. The identities of 
the persons are unknown, and it is unknown whether those persons 
engaged in any criminal activities or conspiracies with the GJB. 

PHILOSOPHY OF THE GJB 

In their "communiques" the members of the GJB justify 
their various acts of violence by stating they are done to 
further the ends of a revolution of the "masses" to overthrow 
the present governmental and international business structures 
and establish a system of communism. Robberies of banks and 
liquor stores, they explain, are merely "expropriations" of 
money from "the ruling class" to finance the "revolutionary 
activities" of the GJB. 

The communiques and notations written by the GJB indicate 
a strict dedication to the precepts and disciplines included in 
the writings of KARL MARX. The writer for the GJB claims 
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RE; GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


adherence to Marxist-Leninism, and to the oxaaple of South 
American communist guerilla leader Che Guevara. According 
to the GJB communiques and writings, the GJB sees the inter- 
national business monopolies of the world, holding the grid’s 
masses, particularly those in the "third world" (including 
Africans, Asiams, Latinos and in a large sense, women in 
general) in a vice of oppression. The GJB, by oonmiitting 
violent acts and publishing communiques, apparently envisions 
itself as a kind of fulcrum upon which a great communist 
inspired uprising can be successfully mounted, as promised 
in the writings of KARL MARX, and the masses will thereby be 
freed to live in peace, without want. 

Unlike other recent student-revolutionary groups, 
the GJB does not envision itself as an "elite" faction that 
will provide a leadership faction for an ultimate revolutionary 
government, and criticizes those groups who would place them- 
selves in such a role. Rather, the GJB sees itself more as a 
catalyst to make the masses aware of their oppressed state, and 
inspire them to create their own general uprising to overthrow 
their "oppressors". 

ACTIVITIES OF THE GJ^;. A CHRONOLOGY 

All of the following events were claimed by and/or 
have been directly attributed to the GJB: 

May 31, 1975, a bomb exploded in the offices of the Adult 
Corrections Department, Capitol Center Building, Fourth and 
Sylvester Streets, Olympia, Washington. 

August 5, 1975, a bomb exploded in a men's washroom adjacent 
to the resident agency offices of the FBI in the U.S. Post 
Office, Customs House and Court House, 1102-A Street, Tacoma, 
Washington. 

September 15, 1975, a bomb exploded inside a Safeway Grocery 
Store, 1410 East John Street, Seattle, Washington. (This 
explosion, which injured several customers of the store, was 
reportedly in support of a young self-styled communist, RALPH 
PATRICK FORD, who blew himself up three days previously, while 
attempting to place a bomb at the same location.) 

December 31, 1975, a bomb exploded at an electrical power 
substation of Seattle City Light, Northeast 41st and 45th Northeast 
Avenue, Seattle, Washington. 

December 31, 1975, a bomb exploded at the Safeway grocery stores 
Distribution Center, Bellevue, Washington. 
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REs GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


January 23, 1976, an armed robbery of the Pacific National 
Bank of Washington, Tukwila Branch, 13451 Interurban Avenue 
South, Seattle, Washington, occurred. The robbers were 
thwarted in their attempt by the proH^>t response of Tukwila 
Police. The robbers refused to surrender and began to shoot 
at the police officers with handguns. One of the robbers, 

BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL, was killed by police bullets. Two more, 

JOHN WILLIMl SHERMAN and EDWARD ALLEN MEAD, were captured by 
the police. Another suspect, seated in the get-away car across 
the street from the bank, fired several shots at the police, 
missed, and struck JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN in the jaw with one 
of his bullets. The suspect drove away from the bank, and 
escaped. He was later identified as MARK EDWIN COOK. 

March 10, 1976, while awaiting trial, JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN was 
being escorted to the Harborview Hospital at Seattle, by an 
armed Sheriff's Officer, for treatment of SHERMAN'S bullet 
wound, when a man stepped up and shot the officer down, en^ling 
JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN to escape. The man was later identified as 
MARK EDWIN COOK. COOK was subsequently arrested and was con- 
victed of bank robbery and shooting a police officer. 

July 13, 1976, the Crater National Bank, South Ashland Bank, 

South Ashland Office,? 1632 Ashland, Ashland, Oregon, was robbed 
by a lone gunman, later identified as RITA DARLENE BROWN. 

August 2, 1976, the Oregon Bank, Rogue River Valley Branch, 

1025 Cort Street, Medford, Oregon, was robbed by a lone gunman, 
later identified as RITA DARLENE BROWN. 

October 28, 1976, the First State Bank of Oregon, Sunset Office, 

805 NW Murry Road, Portland, Oregon, was robbed by two armed 
persons, later identified as RITA DARLENE BROWN and JOHN WILLIAM 
SHERMAN. 

January 4, 1977, the U.S. National Bank of Oregon, Raleigh Hills 
Branch, 4870 SW 76th Avenue, Portland, Oregon, was robbed by 
a lone gunman, later identified as RITA DARLENE BROWN. 

February 7, 1977, the U.S. National Bank of Oregon, Wilsonville 
Branch, 30120 SW Boone's Ferry Road, Wilsonville, Oregon, was 
robbed by a lone gunman, later identified as RITA DARLENE BROWN. 

May 12, 1977, a bomb exploded in a safe deposit box, inside the 
Rainier National Bank, 2245 NE Bellevue-Redmond Road, Redmond, 
Washington. 

May 12, 1977, an attempt was made to bomb the Rainier National Bank, 
815 - 116th Avenue NE, Bellevue, Washington. 
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May 21, 1977, the Washington State Liquor Store, 5608 
119th SE, Bellevue, Washington, was robbed by a lone gunman. 

June 20, 1977, the Rainier National Bank, Factor ia Branch, 

3724 - 128th SE, Bellevue, Washington, was robbed. 

July 4, 1977, an unexploded bomb was discovered at a sub- 
station of Puget Power and Light Company, 16th and Cherry 
Streets, Olympia, Washington, and was rendered inactive by 
a police bomb disposal squad. 

Septanber 8, 1977, the Old National Bank, Juanita Branch, 

13233 - 100th NE, Kirkland, Washington, was robbed. 

September 19, 1977, the Peoples National Bank, Skyway Branch, 

12610 - 76th South, Seattle, Washington, was robbed. 

October 6, 1977, there was an attempt made to bomb the Westlund 
Buick Company, 9600 First NE, Seattle, Washington. 

October 13, 1977, a bomb exploded at the S.L. Savidge Auto 
Dealership, 825 Lenora, Seattle, Washington. 

October 15, 1977, a I^Omb exploded at the B.B.C. Dodge Company, 
14650 First Avenue South, Burien, Washington. 

November 1, 1977, a bomb exploded at the Phil Smart Mercedes 
automobile dealership, 10515 Main Street, Bellevue, Washington. 

November 2, 1977, there was an attempt to bomb the offices of 
Diebold Company, 1520 Fourth South, Seattle, Washington. 

November 4, 1977, acting on information of a suspicious person 
seen in several north Seattle banks, the FBI arrested RITA DARLENE 
BROVra in Seattle, Washington. She was traced to a residence 
being used by the GJB members at 13746 Roosevelt Way North, 
Seattle, Washington, and that house was searched the following 
day. The search revealed a short wave radio which members of 
GJB had used to monitor and keep logs concerning police calls, 
and a large quantity of equipment and written material. 

December 23, 1977, a bomb exploded in an electrical transformer 
in South Center, Tukwila, Washington. 

December 24, 1977, a bomb exploded inside a railroad freight 
car containing new automobiles, in a railroad yard, Kent, 
Washington. 
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Current Status 

JOHN WILLIi^ SHERMAN and THEIiESE jy®l COUPEZ have 
both been declared fugitives, and are presently being sought 
by the FBI. 


6-169 (5-19-76) 
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The Attorney General 1/10/78 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
hivestigation Review Unit 
Director, FBI 

A sovisaa®»- 

GE0R(£ JACSS(»I BRIGAIC 
DS 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conductii^ an in- 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 
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jp^A memorandum to notify you of 

□ An extended preliminary investigation 

□ A limited investigation 
|— I A full investigation 

^ iB^Bl^pi^ogress report 25 /as- A9SfS^-\'l 

p— j An annual report — — — 

D Other -"T./Oa 

^ 2 jAf,' 16 1978 

Request of Department: — — ■ — — 

□ It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
wntinued full investigation is warranted. 


□ Other 


■ Bu re a u File Number: 
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. .ERAKCH, FEBRUARY 7, 1976, VIOLATION T. 15, USC, SECTION 2 115 (A), 

' - Ai'JD ALSO EKTcRED GUILTY PLEA TO INFORMATION OHAPGI^X3 USE OF 
r -JIREARM IN COMMISSION OF FELONY IN CONNECTION WITH U. S. NATIONAL 
^ ^^BANK OF OREGON ROBBERY, VIOLAT ION T. IS, OSC, SECTION 924 <C) . 

; PRE-SENTENCE INVEST ICAT ION ORDERED, SENTENCING SET FOR 
-USDC FEBRUARY 2 1, 1978. 

i ^ r o ft ii T i r i ftH Mi OiTn i i nr n-.frT,r CONCLUSION OF 

. GUILTY PLEA, BROWN READ POLITICAL STATEMENT ADMITTIfJG SHE WAS 

e-'-' ' ' 

i^^MEKBER OF GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295956) 
[sac, SEATTLE (100-33069) (?♦ ) 


SUBJECT: GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 

biC 00: SEATTUE 


Re Seattle AT & IfiM to Bureau, 
to Portland and Seattle, 11/1/77.^ ^,,^^ 

Re Bureau AT requested Portland and Seattle to submit 
LHMs to include further Domestic Security investigation concern- 
ing the George Jackson Brigade (GJB) and its members. 

^ Re Seattle tM included information summarizing the ^ 

history and development, members and philosophy of the GJB. Cur- 
rently, the GJB is the object of an intensive investigation at 
Seattle under caption: "JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN, aka-FUGITIVE (A), 
FUBANK #662; et al, NATIONAL BANK OF WASHINGTON, TUKWILA BRANCH, ^ 
13451 Interurban Ave., Seattle, Wash., 1/23/76; BR:(A); HARBORING, 
00: SEATTLE"(SE: 91-4769/BU: 91-60165). 


As the above-referenced bank robbery investigation at 
Seattle includes indepth investigation of all known members and 
their associates, the instant captioned file is being opened on 
a "Pending Inactive" status, for the purpose of submitting sy“ 
mary information in a communication suitaWe 
a 45-day laterlm tasls. /dS~ 

Although re^renced Bureau AT mention^f^tfee Apparent 
revolutionary communist character of the GJB members, '^knd ther^ 
is no doubt that the GJB has adopted a Marxist-Le nln ist philoscgphy 


LjLe xs oexng openea uu 
Dse of submitting su^- 


* 


Bureau 

Portland (100-14917) 
Seattle 
^kn 

AT.T. 


7^ 


riON COMTA.IMED- 



56FEB 31978 

Approved: _ 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE A ‘ ‘ 

Sent, 


Special Agent in Charge 


m: 


SE 100-33069 

under which they ooranit various acts ol viol^ce, 

bombings and bank robberies, there seems to ^ no 

that the organization itself has caught on with any popul^ity 

S far as nlw membership or «®Parate chapters are 

Seattle currently believes that the GJB has 

"above-ground" support persons, who are 

vtSSafs^ho suppo?? almost any "^®Serf 

tend to infiltrate well-meaning protests 

is no indication, however, outside of speculation, that those 

oersons have actually entered into the commission of violent 

acts directly. The above referenced bank 

tion’ includes numerous references to those 

suspected, and are being included in that investigation. 
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□ TOP ^CRET 
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□ CLEAR 

1/13/7S, 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, PORTLAND 

RITA DARLENE BROW, aka; 
et al. ; 

First State Bank of Oregon 

Sunset Office 

805 Murray Road 

Portland, Oregon 

10/28/73 

BR (A) 

(00: Portland) 

PDflle 91-8726 
Bufile 91-63731 

JOHN IVILLIAM SHERMAN, aka - 

FUGITIVE (A); 

et al.; ^ ' 

Pacific National Bank of Washington 

Tukwila Branch 

Seattle, Washington 

1/23/76 

BR (A) 

(00: Seattle) 

GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 
DS 

(00: Seattle) 

SEfilc 100-33069 

PDfile 100-14917 . 

Bufile 105-295956 / 03 ^ . 


(3-6ureau 

2-Pittsburgh (Enc.2) 
1-Seattle (info) 
4-Portland 
(2 91-5726) 

(2 100-14917) 

Idjl 
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38 JAN 30 t978 
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ile Seattle atrtel to Bureau, 1/4/78, and Portland 
teletype to Juireau and Seattle, 1/11/7B. 

Enclosed for Pittsburgh Division are two copies of 
a letterhead nemorandum setting forth inforaiat ion concerning 
the George Jackson Brigade. 

For information of Pittsburgh, on 1/11/78, RITA 
DA’:T,nKE BROh.. appeared in U. S. District Court, Portland, Oregon, 
plod guilty to robbery of U. S. National Bank of Oregon, V/ilson- 
viUe Branch, 2/7/76, in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 
21ir.(a), and also entered guilty pica to information charging 
use of firearn in commisf^ion of felosiy in U. S. National Bank 
of Oregon rohbery, in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 924(c). 
Pre-sentence investigation was ordered and sentencing set for 
U. S. District Court, Portland, 2/21/78. 

Imriodiately following guilty plea BROVW was transported 
by U. S. Marshalls Office, Portland, and was lodged in Alderson 
Vor.nn*s Federal Penitentiary, West Virginia, where she will remai 
until time o/ sentencing, sot for 2/21/78. 

Pittsburgh is being furnished background information 
regarding Brigade activities because of events connected with 
escape of SII^nMAN while in custody, and because of bombing 
activities connected with prison reform. 

ARMED AND DANGllftOUS; ESCAPI RISK. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295956) 
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,fA SAC, PORTLAND (100-14917) (RUC) 


suB,^xrr: 


GEORGE -Jackson brigade (gjb) ; 

DOMESTIC security 
( 00: Seattle) 

Re Portland airtel to the Bureau, dated 11/18/77. 



ivic. 


For the information of the Bureau, on 1/11/78, 
RITA DARLENE BROm^ appeared in U.S. District Court, 

Portland, Oregon, and pled guilty to robbery of the U.S. 
National Bank of Oregon, Wilsonville Branch, 2/7/76, 
in violation of Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 2113 (a), 
and also entered a guilty plea to an infoinnation charging 
her with the use of a firearm in the commission of a 
felony in the U.S. National Bank of Oregon robbery in 
violation of Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 924 (c) . 
Pre-sentence investigation was ordered, and sentencing 
was set for U.S. District Court, Portland, on 2/21/78. 

Immediately following the guilty plea, BROWN 
was transported by the U.S. Marshal's Office, Portland, 
and was lodged in the Alderson Women's Federal Penitentiary, 
West Virginia, where she will remain until the time of 
sentencing, set for 2/21/78. 

Inasmuch as no activity on the part of the GJB 
has been noted in Oregon since referenced airtel, this 
matter is being RUC'd. 


CONSIDER ARMED AND DANGEROUS; ESCAPE RISK. 


(^Bureau (RM) 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES GG\ £RNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-295956) 


SAC, PORTLAND (100-14917) (ROC) 

GEORGE^ACKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 
DOMESTIC SECURITY 
<00: Seattle) 


Re Bureau routing slip, dated 2/14/78, to 
Seattle and Portland, captioned as above. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of 
a letterhead memorandum (LHM) , dated and captioned as 
above. Information copy being provided to Seattle as 
office of origin. 

CONSIDER ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


L. 


<2yBureau (Encs. 5) 
I^Seattle (100-330 


v.k? 


r-Seattle (100-33069) (Enc. 1) (info) (RM) 
1-Portland ' / 

H|Bkrv '/ ^ 






T ‘97^ Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


« # 

l| 'TED STATES DEPARTMENT O. 3 IUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Portland, Or^on 
March 1, 1978 


GEORGE JACKSON BRIGM^ 


Rita Darlene Brovm, a publicly identified 
member of the George Jackson Brigade, appeared in U.S. 
District Court, Portland, Oregon, on Jemuary 11, 1978, 
and pled guilty to the robbery of the O.S. National Bank 
of Oregon, Wilsonville Branch, on February 7, 1976, in 
violation of Title 18, D.S. Code, Section 2113 (a); and 
also entered a guilty plea to an information charging her 
with the use of a firearm in the commission of a felony 
in the O.S. National Bank of Oregon robbery in violation 
of Title 18, O.S. Code, Section 924 (c) . 

George Jackson, a member of a group of 
dissident prisoners termed the "Soledad 
Brothers" at Soledad State Prison, 

California, in 1970, was a prolific 
writer, who stated that the O.S. 

Government is "fascist" and should be 
resisted by "people's urban-guerrilla 
activity'^. Jackson was incarcerated 
at San Quentin Prison, California, when, 
during a violent riot and attempted prison 
break, he ran into the prison yard and 
was shot and killed by a guard on August 
11, 1971. 

Immediately following the guilty plea. Brown was 
transported by the O.S. Marshal's Office, Portland, Oregon, 
and was lodged in the Alderson Women's Federal Penitentiary, 
West Virginia. 



/r Pbtm R^ertt 

File No. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 



« 




(SORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


On February 21, 197R, Brown appeared in 
U.S. District Court, Portland, Oregon, and was sentenced 
to 20 years in the custody of the U.S. Attorney 
General for her participation in the robbery of the 
U.S. National Bank of Oregon, and sentenced to five 
years for the use of a firearm in the coimnission of 
a felony in the U.S. National Bank of Oregon robbery, 
both sentences to run consecutively. Brown was sent 
to Pleasanton Federal Correctional Institution, California. 
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MESSAGE RELAY VIA TELETYPE 
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CLASSIFICATION: □ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

FIELD AND LEGAT MES SAGES 5^ UNCLASSIFIED 

ONLY □CLEAR □EFTO 



FEDERAL GOVERHIIEKI 






/"■/y 


I 1 Attorney General 
I I Deputy Attorney General 

I I Attn: Emergency Programs Center 
I I Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Div. 
1 I Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Div. 

I I Attn: Internal Security Section 
I I Attn; General Crimes Section 
r~~1 Immigration and Naturalization Service 
□ U. S. Marsbal’s Service 
U. S. Secret Service (PID) 


VT6-® 

-V: □Director. CIA 




I I Secretary of State 
I I Department of Treasury 
I I Attn: U, S. Customs 
1 I Department of Treasury 
I I Attn: Bureau of Alcohol 

Tobacco & Firearms 


I I Drug Enforcement Administration 
I I Energy Research and Development 
Administration 
I I U. S. Postal Service 

1 I National Aeronautics & Space Adm. 

I I Department of Transportation 
Attn: Director of Security 
I I Federal Aviation Administration 
I I Department of the Air Force (AFOSl) 

I I Department of the Army 
I I Naval Investigative Service 
I I National Security Agency 
(DIRNSA/NSOC (Attn: SCO)) 

I I Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard 
I I Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 


I I The President 
I I White House Situation Room 
I I Attn: 

I I The Vice President 
□ Attn: 

□ 

□ 
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Date: 4/19/78 
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lAC, SEigJiE ( 100-33069) (C) 

SUB JECtT^GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 
DS 

00: SEATTLE 

Re Seattle airtel and LHM, dated January 
and Portland letter and LHM, dated M .rch 1, 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of an 
T.TTM captioned as above, suitable for dissemination. The 
enclosed LHM constitutes an update of information concernini 
the George Jackson Brigade (GJB) 

Invest igatjLon to date concerning the GJB has fail 
to identify any additional members other than those currer 
incarcerated. Since March 21, 1978, the date of the ar^^i 
of remaining known members of the GJB, there have been nd 
acts of violence that have been linked to 

Seattle does not possess any information on support\v< 
or other individuals originally involved with the GJB that \ 
fall within the guide lines of the Attorney General. Since 
a tentative trial date is scheduled for June 17, 1978, Seattle 
is placing this matter in a closed status. The criminal 
proceedings of all those currently incarcerated will be 
appropriately reported under a criminal classification. 

Upon conclusion of the trial, Seattle will submit an LHM under 
this classification, furnishing the results of the trial. 
Seattle will reopen this matter upon receipt of posit ive pe r- 
tinent information that falls witji'm^.t^ Attorney Genef^ ^JT 
guide lines. . 

Bureau ( 105-295946 5 ) 

Seattle (100-33069) 
f:ecf f ' WT 


MAX3U978| 


Special Agent in Charg^:^T2}^ 13 UNCLASSIPI: 
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In R^x, Plame Rtftr a» 
FUeNo. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

April 19, 1978 


RE: CEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


Reference is made to previous communications 
captioned as above dated January 4, 1978 from Seattle, 
Washington, and a communication from Portland, Oregon, 
captioned as above, dated March 1, 1978. 

George Jackson, a member of a group of 
dissident prisoners termed the "Soledad 
' Brothers" at Soledad State Prison, Cali- 
fornia, in 1970, was a prolific writer, 
who stated the U. S. Govern' .ent is "fascist" 
and should be resisted by "peoples urban- 
guerrilla activity". Jackson was incar- 
cerated at San Quentin Prison, California, 
when during a violent riot and attempted 
prison break, he ran into the prison yard 
and was shot and killed by a guard on 
August 11, ■51971. 


ACTIVITIES INVOLVING THE GJB: 


Since the preparation of the above referenced 
communications, the following events have been either 
claimed or have been linked by investigation by and/or 
to directly the GJB: 

December 8, 1977, the Puget Sound National Bank, 
Northeast Tacoma Branch, 6220 - 29th N.E. , Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, was robbed by two individuals. 


January 10, 1978, the Great Northern Savings and 
Loan, Westgate Branch, 5738 North 26th Street, Tacoma, 
Washington, was robbed by two individuals. 


r- 'This do 


^Tbls document eontalna neither 
recoe«*ndatlon6 nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
ihfl FBI and ie loaned to your a^fency; 
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RE: GEORGE JACKSON BRI<}ADE 


February 23, 1978, the Onion Banh, 99th and 
Pacific, Tacoma, Washington, was robbed by one individual. 

March 1, 1978,' the Puget Sound National Bank, 

40th and Bridgeport, Tacoma, Washington, was robbed by 
one individual. 

March 21, 1978, John William Sherman, Therese 
Ann Coupez and a white female who identified herself as 
Jori Uhuru, were arrested by Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation at Tacoma, Washington. 

John William Sherman and Therese Ann Coupez 
had previously been publicly identified as 
members of the George Jacks' n Brigade. 

Jori Uhuru was subsequently identified through 
fingerprints as being Janine Darcy Bertram, 

gation has determined that Bertram has been 
involved in varying degrees 'with the GJB for 
approximately the past two years. 

March 23, 1978, Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation conducted an authorized search of a residence 
at 3601 East Grandview, Tacoma, Washington, which search pro- 
vided extensive evidence linking Sherman, Coupez and Bertram 
to the GJB. 

March 28, 1978, a Federal Grand Jury at Seattle, 
Washington returned indictments charging John William 
Sherman with violation of Bank Robbery statute and Firearms 
violations of a Federal nature. A second indictment was 
returned against Sherman, Coupez and Bertram furnishing nine 
counts charging the three with Bank Robberies, Possession 


born November 25, 1950 at Tacoma, Washington_j^ 
Investigation to date has reflected 



Investigation conducted by 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
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SE 100-33069 
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of Unregistered Explosive Devices and Illegal Firearms 
violations. 

A tentative trial date for these three individuals 
has been scheduled for June 17, 1978. 
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The Attorney (^neral 
yit~ Director, 


4/26/78 


fTTN: 



titc- 


GEORGE ,^3CSON BRIGADE 
DOMESTIC SECURITY 


^ The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in- 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 

Reference: FBI LETTER 1/10/78 





Enclosures: 

Q A memorandum to notify you of 

□ An extended preliminary investigation 
I — I A limited investigation 
Q A full investigation 

□ A 90 -day progress report 
j— j An annual report 

ED ^^*»®** NOTIFICATION OF DISCONTINUANCE OF A FULL 
DOMESTIC SECURITY INVESTIGATION 
Request of Department: 

□ It is requested that you determine in writing whether 

wntinued fuU investigation is i^rrant^. ^ ^ 

□ other ' . 


/ 


Bureau File Number: 105-295946 
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H 2823 54Z APR 78 
/. F^l SE ATTLE ( 1 75 - 72 )< P) 
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TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE 


[ JNSUB, AKA GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE DEFENSE COilrtITTEE; THREAT TO 
'•CILL PRESIDENT Ja:CS EaRL CARTER; 00; SEATTLE. 

GEORGE JACKSOI^RIGADE, DS, 00; SEATTLE, SEFILE 130-333SS, 

- 1 

JUFILE 105-2S595G, 00; SEATTLE <C). 

RE SEATTLE AIRTEL TO BUREAU, APRIL 13 , 1973, CAPTIONED AS 
above-domestic SECURITY MATTER a 5© SEATTLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU, 
riPRIL 25, IS 78, captioned AS ABOVE 175 MATTER. 



SEATTLE SECRET SERVICE WILL CONTINUE EXTRA SECURITY MEASURES 
FOR THE PRESIDENT’S SPOKANE VISIT. SEATTLE FBI CONTINUING LIaISON 
WITH U.S.S.S., BATF, a® SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT UNTIL CON- 
aUSION OF presidential VISIT. 

RE GJB DOMESTIC SECURITY MATTER. THIS CASE DOES NOT FIT 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S GUIDELINES REG aRD ING DOMESTIC SECURITY aT 
THIS TIME A® THEREFORE WILL REMAIN IN A CLOSED STATUS. 

REGARDING THE GJB DEFENSE COMMITTEE. THIS ORGANIZATION ALSO 
DOES NOT MEET THE CRITERIA FOR A DOMESTIC SECURITY INVESTIGATION. 



